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Ballarat and District 
Early Holden Car Club

Incorporated 2000 
www.bdehcc.com 

Address Correspondence The Secretary 
P.O. Box 184 
Howitt St Post Office 
Wendouree Victoria 3355
Email ptrwilomt@yahoo.com.au 

CLUB MEETINGS 
Meetings are held on the 
first Tuesday of each month 
except January. 
At the Clubrooms 
Ballarat Airport 
Airport Access Road
Wendouree 
(off Learmonth Road) 
at 7:30pm 
Visitors are most welcome 

MEMBERSHIP 
Annual Fees 
Single Membership $50 
Family Membership $70 
New M/ship Application Fee 
$15 
Immediate Access Red Plates 
$100 

 
The Front End is the monthly newsletter
of The Ballarat and District Early Holden
Car Club. Correspondence, articles &
items of Holden news and interest are
invited and should be sent to: 
The Editor 
Lisa Mitchell 
Ballarat and District Early Holden Car
Club 
P.O. Box 184 
Howitt St Post Office 
Wendouree 3355
lisa@mbballarat.com.au 
Ph: 0412 878 286 
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Committee Meeting 
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Events Calendar 

 Club Meeting
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Pub night 
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Hilltop Car & Bike Show - Young NSW
Frankston Rotary Motor Show 
Cruise 4 Kids - Geelong
Northern Gal - Drift & Classics 
Calder Park 
Shannon’s Salvation Army Charity Car
Show - Campbell Town TAS
Coffee, Charcoal Meats & Cars 
Yallourn
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 Club Events December 2026 
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President's October 2026 

G'day everyone.

October has been a very busy month. I hope you had a chance to get out
and enjoy our events,

First cab of the rank was Ladies Day High Tea. It was a brilliant idea. It
looked like the ladies had a great day. Us fellas chauffeured the ladies to a
destination; the Lal Lal Community Hall. We took a sneaky look inside. The
ladies had done a brilliant job tarting up the hall and all the ladies looked
fantastic. The fellas left the ladies to it and headed to the Wallace Hotel for
lunch. It was fantastic just to sit with the guys and talk crap for a few
hours. A great day all round. Well done ladies and looking forward to next
year's idea. 

It looked like the crew who headed to Adelaide for the Bay to Birdwood
event had a safe and great time. It is great event if you have a chace to
attend.

Our club social nights are always a great night. Thanks Jude for always
organising this monthly event. 

We also had our Memorial Day. This I believe is the most important run of
the year. We remember our members who have passed. Unfortunately, this
list continues to grow. This year we honoured Catherine Rogers, for me this
was a very personal loss. As a club it has been fantastic to see the support
given to Murray. 

As members we join a club thinking it's all about our cars. Yes it is but more
importantly it's about the friendships we make. I personally have made
many of life long friendships with people I would have never crossed paths
with. I'm sure many of you have made friendships with other members as
well. 

This month we have another full calendar. So get your cars out and enjoy
each other. Some of our members cars I've never seen, it a great
opportunity to get them out. 

Christmas is almost here. 

Thank everyone for your suport of the Club.

President
Jeff Dickson 
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Upcoming Events 
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Upcoming Events 
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Club Events 

LITTLE RED DOG RUN 

WHAT Another Day Out 

WHERE Meet at Lucas McDonalds

WHEN Wednesday 11 November  2026 

COFFEE N CRUISE (RED DOG RUN) 

SOCIAL PUB NIGHT 

WHAT Meals and Drinks 
WHERE 

The Market Hotel 
272 Park Street West Delacombe 

WHEN Tuesday 17 November 2026 6.30pm 

WHAT Another Day Out

WHERE Meet at Lucas McDonalds 

WHEN Wednesday 25 November 2026 

Please let 

Please let 

Please let Paul Irvin know if you are attending 
0419 524 607

Pau lIrvin know if you are attending 
0419 524 607

Judy Lourey know if you are attending 
0417 530498 
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SOCIAL PUB NIGHT 
WHAT Meals and Drinks

WHERE 

LITTLE RED DOG RUN 

WHAT Another Day Out 

WHERE Meet at Lucas McDonalds 

WHEN Wednesday 9 December 2026 

COFFEE N CRUISE (RED DOG RUN) 

WHAT Another Day Out 

WHERE Meet at Lucas McDonalds 

WHEN Wednesday 30 December 2026 

Please let 

The Market Hotel
272 Park Street West Delacombe 

WHEN Tuesday 15 December 2026 6.30pm 

Please let 

Please let Paul Irvin know if you are attending 
0419 524 607

Paul Irvin know if you are attending 
0419 524 607

Judy Lourey know if you are attending 
0417 530 498

Club Events 
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Ladies Day High Tea 

Over 20 ladies of the club came together on Sunday 11 October 2026 for
our first Ladies Day. It was a chance to get together, enjoy each other’s
company, wear pink, savor a sparkling wine, play a few games and enjoy
the high tea. 

The day started with the gentlemen taking the ladies on a scenic drive to
the venue at Lal Lal Community Hall to enjoy high tea. The gentlemen
headed off to lunch at the Wallace Pub with instruction to return to Lal Lal a
few hours later. 

The hall had been decorated to the pink theme and waiting was a lovely
spread to enjoy. Thanks to Sue and her volunteers for a delicious and tasty
selection for us to enjoy. 

Renata led the games with laughs enjoyed by all. There were prizes for
best dressed, winning and participating in games. Everyone won a prize! 

While the drinks flowed dessert arrived. Again a feast of options for us to
enjoy. 

After a leisurely lunch and car chat at the pub the gentlemen joined us to
finish up the day. 

The afternoon had been instigated by much discussion about the women of
the Club coming together. Much of this conversation centred on our chats
about Catherine enjoying the club before her untimely passing earlier this
year. We honoured Catherine with a candle and a glass of sparkling. 

Jodie, Renata and I would like to thank everyone for their support of our
first Ladies and we are looking forward to the event next year. 

I would like to particularly thank Jodie for all her hard work organising the
hall and catering. A big job well done. Also thanks to Renata for taking
charge of the games, music and making sure we all had fun. Another big
shout out to Vicki for sourcing gift vouchers for us. 

Until next year! 
Lisa M
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Ladies Day High Tea  
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Memorial Run   

We started our Memorial Day run by heading off from the Mitchell Park BP
using the roads with the least potholes.  Our journey took us along
Coghill’s Creek road, passed Winery Lesters road towards Clunes. The
group parked and we enjoyed a coffee and chat in the main street.
 
Hendo being head navigator from Clunes to Murray's house.  We drove
through Kingston, Scrub Hill, Dean and on to the Daylesford Rd at Brown
Hill. 

We arrived at Murray’s place joining those helping with the catering and
friends who had arrived before us.  Before we knew it was time to cook the
BBQ and then enjoy lunch. 

After lunch Jeff spoke about those members who are no longer with us. Jeff
reflected on the passing of Catherine who we lost earlier this year. We
concluded with a minute of silence followed by a one of Catherine's
favourite songs. After more chatting and enjoying dessert people started to
slowly head off.  

Thanks to Murray for hosting, those who provided the salads and desserts
to share and all those who helped on the day.            
It was a meaningful day of friendship and remembrance. 

Paul Irvin
Run Co Ordinator 
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Memorial Run   
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Bay to Birdwood    
Friday 
We had a 7.30am start in Beaufort with our group of eight
members and five cars. A little early for some! Sarah enjoyed a
nice nap in the EH. Horsham was the first stop for some of us to
fuel up and for others needing breakfast.  Bordertown provided a
break from the drive with the bonus of lunch and another fuel stop.
The Bend was our last stop before heading into Adelaide. It was an
adventure as we headed across Adelaide to the Links Hotel. We all
contended with the traffic, lane changes and google maps providing
different directions. We all enjoyed an early dinner and the early to
bed after the big drive. 

Saturday 
We all headed off to explore the city. There were cars to wash and
fuel, cousins to visit for lunch and shopping. John and I took our
annual visit to Little Ben’s Wrecking Yard to pick up more parts for
the VX. We asked the question - there were no EH or HR Parts in
stock. As usual we found another enthusiast heading to the B to B.
Paul was from Tasmania and heading to the B to B with this family
in a 1956 Morris Oxford. They had travelled Victoria via Great
Ocean Road to Adelaide to enjoy the sea to ocean drive to
participate. Everyone returned to the hotel in time for a refreshing
beer and to watch for a Beer and watch Kingswood win the Caufield
Cup. After dinner it was an early night to prepare for 6.45am start.
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Bay to Birdwood    
Sunday 
The 5.30am alarm gave us lots of time to pack the cars and head to the
Barrett Reserve. We enjoyed breakfast and strolling around the 1495 cars
participating in the drive. We headed out on to drive the 70 km to Birdwood
with an estimated 100,000 people waving from the side of the road all the
way to our destination. Once we arrived at Birdwood there was another
chance to admire the vehicles that drove up the hill, along with the one
hundred 100 special vehicles on the lawn. There was also a nice collection of
fifties police vehicles and late seventies ambulances and a twenties
ambulance motor bike with side car box for race car recovery. The heat of the
day started to take its toll. To beat the last of the heat we headed off on
the50 Km run to Murray Bridge. We settled in for our last night and caught
the chauffeur to the pub for dinner. We enjoyed a great meal and dessert.
After our chauffeur driven trip back to the motel, we enjoyed a chat about the
enjoyable weekend and world affairs. It was then time for a good sleep in
preparation for the drive home on Monday. 

Monday 
It was another early start. Before heading off after we made a tentative
booking at the motel for 2027. We all fuelled up to start the journey home.
We left Michael and Jodie to catch up to more cousins while we headed on to
the highway and back to Ballarat. We had the usual stops for food and fuel
and before we knew it, we were finally home to our own beds. 

It was a great run with good weather and company. Sad to say the EH’s lost
the fuel economy run to the HR’s, there is always next year. 
Paul Irvin 
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Membership Application 
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Permit Scheme Application (Page 1) 
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Permit Scheme Application (Page 2) 
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Club Run Etiquette 

Following these simple pointers will help ensure everybody has a good day – together! 

There is nothing better than sharingourlove of cars with a group of likeminded enthusiasts
out on the road, and we encourage all members to join us on our club runs. You can come
along in any car, it doesn’t need to be old, and it doesn’t even need to be a Holden. It’s
about getting out as a group and enjoying each other’s company, not about what we’re
driving. 

However, there are a few simple protocols to ensure everyone has a good day… 

• Always RSVP to the Run Coordinator and let them know if you change your mind.
It’s helpful to know how many are expected and saves the group waiting around for
a no-show who’s changed their mind. 

 
portantly the destination. Blindly following the car in front is great - while they’re
there. 
If the weather forecast issued the night before a run is over 35 deg C, then the run
will most likely be cancelled. Keep an eye on the App for any updates. 

Get to the departure point on time – or phone ahead if you’re going to be late. 

Out on the road, work off the car behind, not the car in front. In other words, keep
the car behind in your mirrors and adjust your speed accordingly. Don’t try to catch
up to the car ahead. This helps ensure the group stays together. 

Make sure the car behind has seen you when turning a corner - wait at the turn until
the car indicates before continuing, then they will wait for the next car etc. Don’t be
concerned about losing contact with the car in front, as they should be looking out
for you. 

Leave a reasonable gap between you and the car in front so that other motorists
can overtake if they wish. 

If you’re joining us on route, make sure the Run Coordinator knows of your pickup
point to ensure we take that route. Also be ready to roll as the convoy approaches. 

We don’t leave anyone stranded on the road - if you lose sight of the car behind, pull
over and wait. If they don’t appear, turn around to render assistance. 

Always follow the car in front. If you think they’ve taken a wrong turn then let’s all
take the wrong turn. It’s better the club gets lost together than splits up in all
directions – it also saves the person behind you having to make a split decision as
to who they trust the most! 

Remember it’s a club run, not a club race. If there’s a tired old grey in front, so be
it - enjoy it for what it is. Who cares if you’re late in your 308. 

Generally, the return trip from the destination is up to you – but let the ‘Run Coordi-
nator’ know when you’re heading off. 

•

• 

• 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Listen to the pre-run briefing to get a basic understanding of the route and more im-
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General Meeting Minutes Oct 2026 
 

Meeting commenced at 8.30pm.
Members present - 62.
 

Apologies: Adam Vandielshout, Peter Skrypko, Megan Turner, Graeme and Tash Grey, Joe
Viccars, Rod Hammill, Lyn Webb, Jim Hare, Dianne Wood.
 

Guests/New Members: Jason Weatherson, HQ Ute, EH Ute, EH sedan.
Mark McKay, LJ Torana. Josh Fry, EH wagon. Ralph and Danny Buckingham, VL Berlina wagon. 
 

Previous minutes read by Peter. Moved Theo Goossens, seconded Greg King. Carried.
 

Correspondence In/Out: Nil.
President's Report read on page 7 of Newsletter.
 

Treasurer's Report read by Sandra. Noted that there are still unpaid memberships/non
financial members. Profit and Loss and Balance Sheet provided. Moved Sandra, seconded
Justin. Carried.
 

SPECIAL GUEST: Norm Darwin. Norm gave us a very interesting and informative address about
the 100 years of General Motors in Australia, the centenary falling on November 1st., 2026.
 

Membership Officer: Mark reported that we have two new members since the last meeting,
and an additional three inquiries.
 

Run Report: The September club run on 13 September to Maryborough Cars and Coffee was a
special event to celebrate 55 years of the Valiant Charger. Lunch was at the Highland Society
and was enjoyed by 21 members. A total of 31 members took part with 21 cars participating.
 

Anne spoke of the FX/FJ gathering at Brimbank on October 3rd. which attracted 40 people.
The St. Anne's Drive In night has been postponed until October 24th.
 

On the 11th. of October Renata's Ladies' Day at the Lal Lal Hall will take place. The theme will
be pink attire. The men will enjoy a lunch at the Wallace Hotel. Depart 10.00am. at BP.
Contributors include Flipout, Market Hotel, The Pancake Kitchen and Nth. Ballarat Sports Club.
Thanks to Renata and the girls for obtaining these supporters.
 

Bay To Birdwood is to be run from the 16th. to the 18th. of October. Eight members and 5 cars
are taking part this year.
 

on the 25th. of October the annual Memorial Run will be hosted by Murray at his Brown Hill
residence. Depart BP 9.30am for a local cook's tour, then to Murray's for lunch. BYO meat and
drinks. Also, salads and cakes etc. will be gratefully accepted.
 

The Castlemaine 50-year car show is taking place on November 8th. Early start from BP at
8.30am.
 

November 22, Wallinduc Forget Me Not, two sheds full of interesting historical objects,
$20.00pp entry. Lunch at the Smythesdale Pub.
 

The Christmas Breakup is scheduled for December 13. 
 

Red Dog Runs: Rob and Jen Nicholls and Tony Trevenen collections.
 

Clubrooms: All good. Thanks to Wayne for looking after cleaning duties and for fixing the
Cyclone gate.
 

Other Events: The St. Arnaud Show And Shine is taking place on the 18th. of October. This is
always a very good event and worth the trip to St. Arnaud.
 

Bar: All good behind the counter.
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General Meeting Minutes Oct 2026 

 

Merchandise Report: Jodie advised that the new artwork is currently underway, then off to Hip
Pocket.
 

Red Plates: Scott reported that our club has over 160 vehicles registered on the CPS.
 

General Business: Andrew Wheeler showed the club examples of Ray The Signman's light
boxes for sale at $150.00 each. Custom work is also welcomed.
 

Tom's Torque: Tom reported that he had attended the Charlton Car Show, and the Clunes Cars
And Coffee which he said was a great show.
 

Buy: V8 radiator to suit VN, VP, VR, VS. See John Turner.
Sell: WB V8 radiator, excellent restored condition $300.00 See John Turner.
 

Membership Draw - no show.
50/50: Craig Todman scored $99.50. Minor prizes: Wayne Mead, Steve Booker, Alan Darrell,
Peter Martin, Greg Turner.
 

Sergeant At Arms: Peter annoyed a number of people collecting $21.40.
 

Meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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The Front End
Official Newsletter 
The Ballarat & District Early Holden Car Club
P.O. Box 184 Howitt Street Post Office
Wendouree Vic 3355 
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